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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT – I, 2012 

ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
Class - X 

 
 

Time : 3 hours            Maximum Marks: 90  
 

Instructions: 
 

The question paper is divided into four sections. 

Section A : Reading         20 marks 

Section B : Writing        25 marks 

Section C : Grammar        20 marks 

Section D : Literature        25 marks 

 
 SECTION - A 

(Reading – 20 Marks) 

 

   

1. Read the following passage carefully. 
 The time is now to save these magnificent cats, before they vanish from the earth 
forever. There is little time left to preserve these animals; immediate action is required. 
The latest predictions state that tigers will be extinct in the wild by the year 2015. That is 
less than 04 short years from now. That‟s less than 04 years to save a creature that has been 
around for longer than us. 
 I cannot imagine, nor would I wish to live in a world without tigers… without 
these magnificent creatures in our forests living free – without captive populations 
carrying on the gene pool. The power and beauty of these animals is indisputable. Tigers 
are an integral part of the ecosystem, as they are a major link in the food chain. Tigers have 
been bestowed magical and supernatural properties by many societies, and have also been 
revered as gods. All living creatures of mother earth depend on one another for survival. 
We as human beings are brothers and sisters to every living being, from the plants to the 
animals to each other. 
 Crimes like these – the killing of tigers – must be stopped. They are often killed in 
the most barbaric, the most unbelievably cruel ways. I ask you- the reader – if learning of 
things like this moves you at all, then take that energy and do what you can to stop the 
killing of these magnificent animals. Write to your government, write to the governments 
of tiger countries and urge them to protect tigers. Penalties for killing tigers, and other 
protected wildlife need to be strongly enforced – and strong enough as to be a complete 
deterrent to the poaching of tigers, and also deter those who profit from such killings. 
 Extremist groups would ban all exotic animals from captivity because of small 
numbers of individuals that mistreat their animals, and unfortunately the whole zoo 
“industry” and caring private owners get painted with the same brush. The vast majority 
of zoos, big and small, treat their animals well, feed them well and give them proper 
environment and enrichment. The numbers of bad homes are small, but they do exist. The 
Animal Rights Organizations should make sure they target only the bad homes and leave 
those providing a good, happy and healthy home for animals alone. 
 They don‟t realize that banning all exotics from captivity could spell the end for 
many species of animals. Species whose numbers in the wild are extremely low, such as 
the Clouded Leopard, Siberian tiger, South China tiger and so forth. Zoos, sanctuaries and 
responsible, knowledgeable and caring private owners are rapidly becoming the last 
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havens to preserve ever – dwindling species of animals. These places may well, in the not 
so far future, hold the last remaining tigers – gems for the future who should be nurtured 
and protected. 
 Caring for a tiger is an immense responsibility. Not just to the single tiger in your 
care, but to his or her species, and all tigers. Simply to own a tiger and keep him or her in 
your backyard as a pet is not enough, nor is it acceptable to keep this animal to yourself. 
You, the owner, owe it to all tigers – wild and those held in captivity – and to the future 
generations of these animals to educate the public about tigers – and help to change 
people‟s opinions about wildlife preservation. Education is key to developing sensitivity 
to and awareness of our environment. Our children hold the hope for the future of the 
tiger. Heightened awareness of environmental issues will help assure our children grow 
up to respect and care for our global environment. 
Think Globally – Act Locally! 
 

(a)  On the basis of your reading of the given passage complete the following 
statements.  

 

 (i)  It‟s the need of the hour to take immediate action to save  magnificent cats 
because __________ . 

 (ii) In order to save tigers from extinction one can __________ . 
 (iii) Penalties should be strongly enforced so that __________ . 
 (iv) Tigers are known for their __________ . 
 (v) Tigers are very integral to our eco system because __________ . 
 (vi) Banning all exotic animals from captivity would __________ . 
 

 (b)  Answer the following questions briefly.                                           
 

 (i) How can you say that the tigers are on the verge of extinction ? 
 (ii) What role can common people play in the conservation of  tigers ? 
 

 (c)  Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following. 
 

 (i) hindrance (para 3) 
 (ii) refuge (para 5) 
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2. Read the following passage carefully. 
 Rainwater harvesting is not new. It has been used around the world for thousands 
of years. Today, we hear the term more and more, but not in terms of providing potable 
water for drinking, but as a way to provide irrigation source for landscaping. For instance, 
a roof area of only 1,000 square feet can provide approximately 600 gallons of water 
during a one-inch rainfall. 
 Containment systems like rain barrels are becoming popular again as water 
quantity becomes scarcer and quality becomes more questionable. Areas known for low 
rainfall amounts have been using these systems for decades. 
 
 The most basic form of rainwater harvesting is simply collecting the water and 
distributing it immediately to the plants. It‟s no surprise this method is referred to as a 
“simple” system. Rainwater harvesting using rain barrels or other collection devices are 
classified as a “complex” system but don‟t let the name deter you. Complex systems 
simply refer to storing the water after it is collected and providing a way to distribute the 
water later. When it comes to maintaining your rain collection system, no matter where 
it‟s located, there are certain steps that should be conducted to keep your system operating 
properly. The collection system must have a cover that adequately encloses the unit first 
for safety and to minimize intrusion by animals or breeding of mosquitoes. Inspect your 
system after a heavy rain and at the end of the rainy season to see if any obvious concerns 
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need to be addressed – look for leaks, overflows, or water in inappropriate areas. 
 

On the basis of your reading of the above passage, complete the following sentences by 
choosing the correct options from those given below. 
 

 (a)  The rain water harvesting is commonly used for the purpose of __________ . 
 (i) providing potable water 
 (ii) providing drinking water 
 (iii) providing water for animals 
 (iv) providing water for irrigation 
(b)  Supplying the collected water immediately for irrigation purposes is termed as a 

__________ . 
 (i) complex system  (ii) compound system 
 (iii) simple system   (iv) direct system 
(c)  When water is stored and distributed later, this is called………………. 
 (i) complex system  (ii) compound system 
 (iii) simple system   (iv) direct system 
(d)  In order to save water from contamination, …………………….. 
 (i) spray insecticide  (ii) cover the system 
 (iii) leave the system open  (iv) be very careful 
(e) ‟Potable water‟ is the one which can be used for………………….. 
 (i) washing   (ii) bathing 
 (iii) drinking   (iv) cleaning 

 
 
 

1x5=5 

   

3. Read the following poem carefully. 
I heard a thousand blended notes, 
While in a grove I sat reclined, 
In that sweet mood when pleasant thoughts 
Bring sad thoughts to the mind. 
 
To her fair works did Nature link 
The human soul that through me ran; 
And much it grieved my heart to think 
What man has made of man? 
 
The birds around me hopped and played,  
Their thoughts I cannot measure; 
But the least motion which they made 
It seemed a thrill of pleasure. 
 
The budding twigs spread out their fan, 
To catch the breezy air‟ 
And I must think, do all I can, 
That there was pleasure there. 
 
If this belief from heaven be sent, 
If such be Nature‟s holy plan, 
Have I not reason to lament 
What man has made of man ? 
 

On the basis of your reading of the above poem, complete the following sentences by 
choosing the correct options from those given below. 
 

(a)  The poet is sitting __________ . 
 (i) in the garden   (ii) in a small wood 
 (iii) in his house    (iv) in his office 
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(b)  The poet finds the birds __________ . 
 (i) jumping    (ii) hopping and playing 
 (iii) flying    (iv) eating 
(c)  In the line, „What man has made of man‟ the mood of the poet is __________ . 
 (i)  happy         (ii)  thoughtful 
     (iii)      excited         (iv)      surprised 
(d)  According to the poet, Nature‟s message to all living beings is __________ . 
 (i) to live in happiness 
 (ii) to live for ourselves 
 (iii) to live for our children 
 (iv) to live in peace and harmony 
(e)  The word „lament‟ here means that the poet is __________ . 
 (i) grieved          (ii) happy 
 (iii) regretful   (iv) excited 

   

 SECTION – B                                                                                                                   
(Writing – 25 Marks) 

 

   

4. You were among a group of students who went on a trip to Goa recently. In about 50 
words, write a diary entry expressing why this trip was the best trip of your life so far. 

4 

   

5. 
 

The literary club of your school celebrated „Book week‟ last month. Write a description in 
about 100 words of the event giving all the details and mentioning the various activities 
that were organized. 
Include the following details. 

  date, venue 
  arrangements made 
                          inaugurated by Ruskin Bond 
                          enactment of fairy tales by primary school student 
                          good discount on books  
                          parents invited on the last day 
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6.                                                                                                                                         Your friend has decided to leave his studies to help his father in business. Write an e-mail 
in about 120 words urging him not to take a hasty decision. He must pursue his studies as 
education paves the way to success and helps us in realizing our dreams. You are Rahul 
and your friend‟s name is Shivam.  
         

From : 

Subject : 

To : 

Dear 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regards  
 
Name 
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7.                                                                                                                                         Huge campuses, ultra modern facilities, including air conditioned class rooms and buses, 
internet cafe‟s, big canteens __________ . 
Trendy, elitist, luxurious and expensive __________ . 
Schools today are turning five-star. Soon perhaps schools will be businesses run by 
companies and the objective of education will be profit more than service. Where is our 
education leading to? What is wrong with it? Who is responsible? Write your views on 
this issue in the form of a speech in about 150 words. 
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 SECTION - C 
(Grammar – 20 Marks) 

 

   

8. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate options from the ones 
given below. 
 

Premchand was left in the care (a) __________ his stepmother and  
step-siblings. Early (b) __________ life, Premchand faced immense poverty. 
He (c) __________ five rupees a month giving tuition to a lawyer‟s child. 
 Premchand passed his matriculation exam (d) __________ a great effort in 
1898, and in 1899 he took (e) __________ a school-teaching job, with a monthly 
salary of eighteen ruppes. In 1919 he passed his B.A.(f) __________ English, 
Persian and History. Later, Premchand worked as (g) __________ deputy 
sub-inspector (h) __________ schools. 
(a)   (i)  of (ii)  to                      (iii)  for                 (iv)  about 
(b)   (i) by         (ii)  at                       (iii)  from             (iv)  in 
(c)   (i) earns    (ii)  has earned       (iii)  earned          (iv)  spent 
(d)  (i) with      (ii)  in                       (iii)  through        (iv)  for 
(e)   (i) up         (ii)  to                       (iii)  for                 (iv)  about 
(f)   (i) with       (ii) at                       (iii)  from             (iv)  on 
(g)  (i) the         (ii)  a                        (iii)  with             (iv)  for 
(h)  (i) with      (ii)  at                       (iii)  of                  (iv)  for 

½x8=4 

  
 

 

9. Read the given headlines and complete the reports that follow by choosing the correct 
answers from the options given below each of them. 
 

PETROL DEALERS THREATEN STRIKE 
NEW DELHI: Petrol pumps may run dry from April 24. 
Dealers, who run 40,780 pumps across the country (a) _________ to go on an indefinite 
strike from April 24. 
(i)  threaten           (ii) have threatened        
(iii) had threatened     (iv) will threaten 
 

UK DISCONTINUES POST-STUDY VISA 
 A facility allowing Indian and non-European students to work in the UK for two 
years on completion of their university courses (b) _________ from next Friday. 
 
 (i)  discontinued      (ii)  will discontinue      
(iii)  discontinue       (iv)  will be discontinued 
 

16 BOYS RESCUED IN RAILWAY STATION RAID 
 Sixteen minors, hailing from Bihar, West Bengal and Nepal (c) _________ from old 
Delhi railway station on Thursday while they were being trafficked to Ludhiana. 
(i) were rescued     (ii) rescued     (iii) are rescued     (iv) had rescued 

1x4=4 
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HC AWARDS ` 10 LAKH DAMAGES 
 The Delhi High Court has directed the MCD to pay nearly Rs. 10 lakh as 
compensation to the kin of a woman who (d ) _________ after coming under the wheels of 
a civic body‟s truck while crossing the road four years ago. 
(i)  is killed       (ii)  was killed      
(iii)  has been killed      (iv)  was being killed 

   

10.                                                                                                                                         The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each of these lines. 
Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet. The first one has been 
done for you as an example.  
                                                                                                             Incorrect      Correct 
Dolphins are well known for her agility and playful behaviour.       eg.      her              their 
It makes them a favourite of wild life watchers. Much species will (a)    _____         ______  
leapt out of the water rise vertically out of the water to                                (b)     _____         ______   
view their surroundings and follow ships, often synchronizing your         (c)     _____         ______       
movements with one another. Scientists believed that dolphins conserve  (d)    _____         ______         
energy as swimming alongside ships, a practice known as bow-riding      (e)     _____         ______      
Dolphins live in social group of five to several hundred. They use             (f)      _____         ______ 
echo location to find prey and often by hunt together by surrounding a    (g)     _____         ______ 
school of fish, trapping them and take turns swimming through the  (h)     _____         ______ 
school and catching fish.       

½x8=4 

   

11. Rearrange the given words/phrases to form meaningful sentences. 
(a) explosion/is the/mankind today/threatening/population/gravest problem 
 (b) the country/has been/backwards/burden of/the/population/dragging 
 (c) is/an/important/factor/earlymarriage/responsible/for/of/growth 

this/population 
(d)  rural population/most of/is/the/conscious of/not/planning/family 

1x4=4 

   

12. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows. 
Attendant :           A person wants to see you, sir. 
Principal   :           Did you ask him his name? 
Attendant :           Sorry, I didn‟t. Shall I go and ask him? 
Principal   :           Go and tell me soon who he is. 
 

The attendant respectfully told the Principal 
(a) ________________________________ 
The Principal wanted to know 
(b) ________________________________. 
The attendant felt sorry that he hadn‟t. He politely asked him 
(c) _______________________________. 
The Principal instructed (d) ____________________________________ 

1x4=4 

   

 SECTION - D 
(Literature – 25 Marks) 

 

   

13. (A) Read the extract given below and answer the questions/complete the sentences 

that follow by choosing the most appropriate options. 
 

  Not marble nor the gilded monuments 

 Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme 
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 (a)  The princes got their marble statues made __________ . 
      (i)  to show their power 
     (ii)  to make people afraid of them 
    (iii)  to make their memories everlasting 
    (iv)  to show their love of art 
 (b)  What outlives what? 
  (i) Marbles outlive poetry 
    (ii)  Monuments outlive poetry 
    (iii) Great deeds outlive poetry 
    (iv)  Poetry outlives statues 
 (c)  The poet dedicates this sonnet to …………………. 
  (i) his son 
    (ii) his wife 
    (iii) the person he loves 
    (iv) the powerful rulers 
 

(B)      Read the extract given below and answer briefly the questions that follow.                                                                                                    
 

 “How amused everyone would be if they knew what really happened.” 
 

 (i) Who said this to whom? 
        (ii)  What is the speaker trying to say? 
       (iii) What was the tone of the speaker? 
 

 (C)   Read the extract given below and answer briefly the questions that follow. 
 

  “And you, too. Are you such a poor creature that you must do every dirty thing 
she tells you?” 

 

 (i) Who is the „poor creature‟? 
 (ii) Why is he/she being called a „poor creature‟ ? 
 (iii) What dirty thing had he done at her bidding ? 
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14. Answer any four of the following in 30-40 words each. 
(a) What does Henry mean by „I suppose it‟s in the family‟ ? 
(b) Why does the woman not like the mirror? 
(c) Whose influence did the nightingale come under? What was the effect of the 

influence? 
(d) Do you agree with the postmaster when he says to Ali: „What a pest, you are!‟? 
(e) How does the story, „The Gentlemen of Verona‟ give promise of greater hope for 

human society? 

2x4=8 

   

15. Lakshmi Das, a clerk in the post office, writes a letter to his friend describing the events 
that took place after Ali‟s death and his role in the story. As Lakshmi Das, write the letter 
in not more than 150 words 

OR 
Compare and contrast Henry‟s character with that of his wife. Support your answer in 
about 150 words with examples from the text. 
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